
• 29 fellows from 18 different countries and regions 
• 7 faculty members from the United States and Austria 
• 20 lectures and 2 workshops given by faculty 
• 24 interesting cases presented by fellows 
• 8 cases selected by faculty to be published in the Online Case Library 

 
The end of October brought cold, rainy weather to Salzburg and marked the arrival of participants and 
faculty members to Schloss Arenberg for the fourth Pediatric Pulmonology seminar. The goal of the 
week was to provide seminar participants with the cutting-edge knowledge in the field of pediatric 
pulmonology. Course Director Dr. Julian Allen from the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and Co-
Course Director Dr. Ernst Eber from the Medical University of Graz have been working in the field of 
pediatric pulmonology for many years and during this seminar, their aim was to spread their many 
years of knowledge to physicians from developing countries around the world. The directors were 
joined by five additional faculty members. In collaboration with the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
and the Medical University of Graz, the medical seminar of the week began on the morning of 
Halloween! 

The presentations throughout the week covered a wide variety of topics within the field of pediatric 
pulmonology. After the pre-seminar test, Dr. Allen and Dr. Saba Sheikh presented a combined lecture 
on Respiratory Mechanisms, Muscles, and Fatigue to start off the week. The fellows also heard from 
Dr. Joseph Piccione about Aspiration Pneumonia, Dr. Christopher Cielo about Polysomnography, Dr. 
Andreas Pfleger about Stridor, and Dr. Marlies Wagner about Chest Physiotherapy in CF and 
Neuromuscular Disease. In addition to the lectures, the fellows also had the opportunity to participate 
in two workshops: Bronchoscopy & Invasive Mechanical Ventilation as well as Pulmonary Function 
Testing. These gave them first-hand experience in some of the updated techniques in pulmonary 
medicine. After a quick demonstration of case presentations headed by the faculty, the fellows 
submitted their own case presentations to present on both Tuesday and Thursday. From the twenty-
three presentations, the faculty selected 8 cases to be added to the OMI Case Library for all previous 
seminar participants to study. The faculty were sure to pick cases that everyone could benefit and 
learn from.  

After lectures Wednesday morning, the fellows were quick to take to the city center for their free 
afternoon off. They enjoyed the beginning of November with a visit to Festung Hohensalzburg and 
Mirabell Palace. The faculty headed out to Wolfgangsee and enjoyed the city of St. Wolfgang.   

During the day, the fellows worked hard, took notes, and learned a great deal of information, but on 
Thursday and Friday night, it was all fun and games. Everyone had the opportunity to listen to the 
weekly chamber music concert, this week a pianist. They even got to hear their Course Director, Dr. 
Allen, play the violin. On Friday the fellows and faculty sat down for one last attempt to share and learn 
as much as they possibly could before leaving the next morning. The farewell dinner was more lively 
than ever.  

  

  

  
 

 

SALZBURG CHOP SEMINAR PEDIATRIC PULMONOLOGY 
 30 October – 5 November, 2016 
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SEMINAR DIARY FROM FELLOW 

Diary of Nazan Cobanoglu, MD 
Ankara University, Department of Pediatric Pulmonology, Ankara, Turkey 

 
Sunday, 30 October: After three hours lasting flight and then two and a half lasting train travels, I have 
arrived Salzburg. It was a cold and cloudy day.  I was very tired but I was looking forward to meet the 
other fellows and faculty members. During the Welcome Reception, Prof. Wolfgang Aulitzky did a 
welcome speech and told us by the end of the week this room would be full of friends. During Welcome 
Dinner we had the opportunity to meet each other. 
 
Monday, 31 October: Course Director Julian Allen gave information about the seminar and lectures 
after introducing Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia where some of the faculty members are from. 
After the introduction, we had a pre-seminar test. 
 
Our first lecture was about respiratory physiology which is a very important topic for a pediatric 
pulmonology. During the second lecture we reviewed and freshened up our knowledge about 
pulmonary aspects of cystic fibrosis.  In the third part Dr. Joseph Piccione had a lecture about how 
chronic lung disease of prematurity could affect the life span as an adult. After lunch we reviewed our 
knowledge about invasive mechanical ventilation for chronic lung disease. Then that was the end of 
lectures for today. The first part of case presentations of fellow was about cystic fibrosis and some of 
the fellows presented their cases. Discussion after presentations was very satisfactory. 
 
Tuesday, 1 November: In the morning, the first lecture was about obstructive sleep apnea by Dr. 
Christopher Cielo. Sleep related respiratory disorders deserve a great attention, because they might 
cause important complications for a child. The topic of the second lecture was preschool pulmonary 
function testing that I have a special interest about this area. During coffee break we had the 
opportunity to eat delicious Austrian cakes with coffee. The third lecture in the morning was about 
nonpulmonary aspects of cystic fibrosis by Saba Sheikh. The last lecture of the morning was the second 
part of the respiratory physiology and the subtopic was ventilation/perfusion matching and gas 
exchange by Julian Allen.  After a delicious lunch, there was a workshop about bronchoscopy. We did 
not perform bronchoscopy but Ernst Eber presented us a video presentation composed of different 
disorders of airways. We tried to diagnose the disorders and it was very challenging but enjoyable.  
After the workshop, there was the second part of the fellow presentations and I presented my case 
also. I was much exited. 
 
Wednesday, 2 November: Today we had a short work day with 4 lectures: “Asthma and Preschool 
Wheeze” by Julian Allen, “Pulmonary Complications of Neuromuscular Disease” by Andreas Pfleger, 
“Chest Physiotherapy in CF and Neuromuscular Disease” by Marlies Wagner, and “Aspiration 
Pneumonia” by Joseph Piccione. All of the lectures were stimulating. 
 
And then, after lunch we had free time. Unfortunately, it was a rainy day and I did not have much 
opportunity to see Salzburg today. I visited some shops to buy some souvenirs for my family and 
friends.   
 
Thursday, 3 November: Today the first lecture was about interstitial lung disease of childhood given 
by Ernst Eber, the co-director of the seminar. It was an inclusive and nice lecture. The second lecture 
was about assessment of stridor, a frequent and important problem of infancy, by Andreas Pfleger.  



The third lecture was about polysomnography, the gold standard test for diagnosing sleep disordered 
breathing, by Christopher Cielo. Then the forth lecture was about an important subject for a person 
who wants to be a researcher: “Clinical Trials: The Essentials”. It was mentioned by Saba Sheikh, the 
lecturer, that before starting a research the most important step is the study design. After the third 
part of the fellow presentations, all of them very interesting cases, we have noticed once more that 
tuberculosis is an important health problem all around the world but specifically in developing 
countries. 
 
After dinner, first a wonderful and traffic chamber music was performed by Julian Allen with violin and 
by a professional pianist with piano. Then, we had a happy hour with all fellows and faculty members 
and it was really very lovely and enjoyable. 
 
Friday, 4 November: Today’s first lecture was about home CPAP/BPAP for upper airway obstruction, 
chest wall and neuromuscular disease, the vital treatment of these disorders, by Christopher Cielo. 
After the lecture about Primary Ciliary Dyskinesia, one of the most trending topics of the disorders of 
respiratory system during the last decade, by Ernst Eber, we earned a great enthusiasm to diagnose 
this disorder. The third lecture of today was about congenital airway and lung disorders, which are 
really important disorders to prevent the chronic respiratory insufficiency. The last lecture of the 
seminar was about infant apnea, which is really a challenging problem for pediatric pulmonology. 
 
We had a post-seminar test before the lunch and we were free for the afternoon. That time I had the 
opportunity to see Salzburg. It was a sunny and very beautiful day. I could see most of the historical 
and beautiful places of Salzburg and I took so many nice pictures of the city. 
 
After a nice and delicious gala dinner, we have got our certificates of attendance. Based on the results 
of pre- and post-seminar tests, some of the fellows had rewards for academic excellence and the best 
improvement. Also, five of the fellows got awards for their case presentations.  
 
So many pictures were taken and we all promised each other to send these photos by e-mail. 
 
Thanks to OMI-team for preparing a booklet with telephone numbers and e-mails of all the 
participants of the seminar including the faculty.  
 
Tomorrow I will be leaving with great satisfaction and pleasure. Prof. Wolfgang Aulitzky was right 
because by the end of the week we were all friends. 
 
I hope to stay in touch with all the fellows and faculty members. 
 
I want to thank the AAF, to faculty, to all colleagues and all OMI-team.  
 
 


